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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The only connexion between the two portions of 
this Volume lies in this; that both relate to affairs of the 
early English Church. 

In their character there is this difference: the first is a 
small chronicle or historical remain ; the second consists 
of documents prepared with all the formalities of legal 
instruments, and which were actually intended for the 
defining, defence, and support of property or franchise. 
The first portion relates to a particular see, the name 
of which has undergone many fluctuations, but which 
became in the twelfth century what we now see it, the 
Bishoprick of Bath and Wells : while the second relates 
to churches in various dioceses, or to monastic foun¬ 
dations, the seats and secure asylums of the peaceful, the 
pious, and the learned. 

Whatever it is necessary to say respecting the deposits 
of the originals, will be found in the Introductions which 
are prefixed to each portion of the work. 



